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Abstract

The relationship between Muslims and Christians, as followers of two monotheistic
faiths, reflects the historical and social complexities of these communities, ranging from
cultural and amicable interactions to political and hostile confrontations. Islamophobia,
characterized by "discrimination, exclusion, intimidation, and violence," is the result of
various historical, religious, political, and social factors that have evolved over time.
This study aims to analyze the interplay of these factors through a mechanism termed
the "geometry of faith and power," wherein the religious and political interactions
between Muslims and Christians have played a significant role in shaping negative
stereotypes.Accordingly, this research emphasizes the need for a critical reassessment of
both historical and contemporary approaches to Islamophobia to achieve a more
comprehensive understanding of this phenomenon and to pave the way for solutions to
mitigate its challenges. The article argues that contrary to common perceptions,
Islamophobia is not merely a consequence of actions by the Christian West but rather a
complex outcome of shared interactions between Eastern and Western Christianity as

well as internal behaviors within Islamic societies. Furthermore, the study highlights
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that even after centuries of Muslim-Christian interactions, the "geometry of faith and
power," which once contributed to Islamophobia at the external borders of the Islamic

world, continues to operate within the internal boundaries of the Muslim world today.

Keywords: Islamophobia, Geometry of Faith and Power, Islam-Christian Interaction,

Othering, Islam-Christian Relations.

Introduction

The historical relations between Islam and Christianity have been marked by complex
interactions, ranging from conflict and confrontation to dialogue and cooperation.
However, in contemporary times, Islamophobia has emerged as a significant issue,
affecting Muslim communities worldwide. This phenomenon has been fueled by
historical misconceptions, biased media portrayals, and political agendas. The present
study aims to critically examine the historical foundations of Islamophobia by exploring
the interplay of religious and political narratives in shaping perceptions of Islam and
Muslims in Western societies. By doing so, this research seeks to offer a nuanced
understanding of the roots of Islamophobia and propose strategies for fostering
interfaith dialogue and mutual respect.

Methodology

This study adopts a historical-analytical approach, utilizing primary and secondary
sources to investigate the evolution of Christian-Muslim relations and the development
of Islamophobic discourse. Primary sources include historical texts, theological
writings, and official records from different periods, while secondary sources comprise
scholarly analyses, journal articles, and contemporary reports on Islamophobia. A
discourse analysis methodology is employed to assess the construction of anti-Islamic
narratives, focusing on their historical origins, evolution, and impact on modern
perceptions. Comparative analysis is also conducted to examine variations in

Islamophobic discourse across different historical and geographical contexts.

Findings

The findings indicate that Islamophobia is deeply rooted in historical interactions
between the Muslim world and the West. Key periods, such as the Crusades, the
Reconquista, and colonial encounters, have contributed to the formation of enduring
stereotypes about Islam and Muslims. The study highlights how theological debates,
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political conflicts, and cultural exchanges have shaped Western perceptions of Islam,
often reinforcing negative stereotypes. Additionally, the research explores how modern
political and media discourses perpetuate

Islamophobic sentiments, linking them to security concerns, migration issues, and
cultural differences. By identifying recurring patterns in historical narratives, this study
provides insights into the mechanisms through which Islamophobia persists in
contemporary societies.

Addressing Islamophobia requires a critical reassessment of historical Christian-
Muslim relations and a more nuanced understanding of religious and political
interactions. The study underscores the importance of interfaith dialogue, education, and
media literacy in challenging Islamophobic narratives. By fostering a more balanced
and informed perspective on Islam, it is possible to counter misconceptions and promote
mutual understanding between religious communities. Ultimately, this research
contributes to ongoing efforts to combat Islamophobia by highlighting the significance
of historical awareness and cross-cultural engagement in shaping more inclusive

societies.

Discussion and conclusion

This study explores the historical roots of Christian fear of Islam, shaped by the
"geometry of faith and power," which influenced religious, political, and social
interactions. Key factors include the absence of a true leader after the Prophet
Muhammad, misinterpretations of jihad, "othering" through dividing the world into Dar
al-Harb and Dar al-Islam, and material motivations behind conquests. These dynamics
led to Islamic expansionism, confiscation of Christian lands, and retaliatory actions like
the Crusades. Restrictive laws for non-Muslims, such as the jizya tax and forced
conversions, further strained relations. While periods of tolerance existed, they were
conditional and often influenced by political or economic factors. Misinterpretations of
Quranic teachings, particularly jihad, contributed to both historical conflicts and modern
Islamophobia. Addressing these issues requires critical reflection and revisiting

religious interpretations, raising the question: Who truly represents Islam?
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