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Abstract

"Modernity" is an extent and at the same time fundamental concept, the understanding
of its evolution and development can provide a deep comprehension of the nature of the
emerging Western civilization. According to the theoretical approach of this article, the
modernity should be considered as a Gestalt phenomenon. Therefore, this article
attempts to explain the process of transformation in the "modernity" by using the
Gestalt approach and show how the modernity has undergone a kind of metamorphosis
in the context of the emerging Western civilization and, as a result, the modern subject
has found a different perception of modernity. For this purpose, we will present a
typology and periodization of the modernity. Based on the typology, modernity can be
considered as a threefold totality. Hence, both modernism and modernization should be
considered to include the three periods of early, middle and late. In this article, we will
show how modernity in its later period has led to the emergence of a new form of
Western civilization, in which we witness the birth of the risk society and the increasing

importance of social reflexivity.

Keywords: Gestalt metamorphosis, New-coming Western civilization, The modern,

Modernity, Modernism.

Introduction

If we consider “the modern" as a phenomenon without a single focus, then we can talk

about different types of the modern and, as a result, discuss the "transformation" of the
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modern. However, if we consider the modern as a single totality that has a single focus,
then we can no longer talk about transformation in the modern because the assumption
of the "uniqueness" of the modern is in conflict with talking about its transformation;
this is exactly the point in which “Metamorphosis” becomes the main category for
explaining transformation in the modern. Metamorphosis is a term that has entered the
humanities from the empirical sciences and refers to the stages of development of an
organism. Therefore, talking about Gestalt Metamorphosis in the modern is primarily
about accepting the hypothesis that the modern has a single totality and that its internal
Metamorphosis cannot be considered in the sense of ontological breaks. Of course, this
Metamorphosis is accompanied by important epistemological breaks. This article shows
that in the context of the new-coming Western civilization, we are witnessing the
emergence of a new gestalt of the modern, which can be explained within the
framework of “reflexive modernity.” Today, it is this reflexive modernity that has

created and established a completely distinct gestalt of the modern.

Materials and Methods

The article recruits the Gestalt theory as its main approach to comprehend
metamorphosis in the modern. Gestalt theory connotates a perception that emphasises
the processing of entire patterns and configurations, and not merely individual
components. However, the Gestalt approach has been used less in sociological fields.
While this approach is based on principles that can determine the trajectory of social
research and provide a new context for their explanation. For this reason, the present
article attempts to explain the process of transformation in the "modern" by using the
Gestalt approach and show how the modern has undergone a kind of metamorphosis in
the context of the new-coming Western civilization and, as a result, the modern subject
has found a different perception of modernity. In order to apply this theoretical
approach, we must first understand its fundamental principles. therefore, we briefly
explain those principles that play a role in explaining the Gestalt transformation of the
modern.

Discussion and Result

The economic gestalt of modernity was accompanied by the emergence of a structure
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called “Society” that emerged as a result of the dissolution of “communities”.
Therefore, Western civilization in the period of mid-modernity can be considered a

“social civilization.” However, the collapse of this gestalt and the emergence of the
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reflexive gestalt of modernity were in turn accompanied by a metamorphosis in the
civilizational dimension. Today, it can be said with certainty that the newly emerging
Western civilization is emptying itself of its “social aspect.” In this midst, we are
witnessing the emergence of an “individual-oriented civilization” that has the same
essential power as the previous “social civilization.” In fact, reflexive modernity is
concerned with the emergence of a new individuality that transforms the social sphere
of modernity into an individual-oriented sphere and replaces a subjective perspective

with a structured perspective, thus transforming all social relations radically.

Conclusion

According to the main hypothesis of this article, the Gestalt metamorphosis of the
modern and the emergence of a reflexive modernity occur in the context of a new
civilization; a civilization that can be called an “individual-oriented civilization” and
distinguished from a “social civilization.” In order to examine this hypothesis, we used
the Gestalt approach of perception and based our analysis on a number of key principles
of this approach.

According to the principle of “field-form,” which can be explained on the basis of
the “pregnancy” mechanism, the individual-oriented Western civilization has become a
field in which the form of the modern is perceived. Since this individual-oriented
civilization is strongly modernist, it has caused the sphere of influence of the modernist
Gestalt dimension of the modern to expand and thus bring the foundations of modernity
under its umbrella. This in itself also brings with it a kind of Gestalt metamorphosis in
the modern; a metamorphosis that can be explained in its final stage on the basis of the
principle of overshadowing.

As we have already mentioned, this principle states that a visual structure as a whole
may be composed of a number of smaller gestalts, but the larger gestalt, because it has a
stronger prefiguration, ultimately determines the meaning of the smaller gestalts. Thus,
with the expansion of the sphere of influence of modernism, the meaning of modernity
has been overshadowed, and as a result, the totality of the gestalt of the modern has
undergone a metamorphosis; a metamorphosis that concerns both the positive and the
negative aspects. Radical Individualization can be a symbol of the negative aspect, and
moderate individuation is a symbol of the positive aspect of this metamorphosis.
Radical Individualization reduces the individual to a living being and empties him of
content. The individualized individual is only a spectator consumer or a traditional

imitator. He is either a slave of dictators or a tool in the hands of the markets. Such an
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individual is like a termite that eats and rots the tree of modernity from within.
Totalitarian governments and unbridled capitalism are two great factories for the
production of Radical individualism which alone can implode the order of reflexive

modernity.
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