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Abstract

Contemporary democracy in the West is confronted with a profound crisis that may
be described as the “ideologization of democracy”; meaning that dominant liberal,
nationalist, and populist ideologies have increasingly overshadowed democratic
institutions and processes, thereby distancing them from their original and essential
function—namely, the realization of genuine popular sovereignty. Drawing on a
descriptive—analytical approach and based on a careful examination of David Held’s
major works, particularly Democracy and the Global Order and Global Covenant,
this study explores the possibility of overcoming this complex crisis through the
framework of “cosmopolitan democracy.

The findings show that Held, by emphasizing multilayered political institutions,
the sovereignty of global democratic public law, and the establishment of
transnational mechanisms, seeks to free democracy from the domination of
nationalistic and particularistic ideologies. However, his proposed model ultimately

remains confined within the liberal-secular paradigm and the Western
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individualistic anthropology, and therefore does not transcend the foundational

ideology of contemporary liberalism.

Keywords: Cosmopolitan democracy, David Held, ideological crisis of democracy,

global democratic public law, liberalism.

Introduction

From ancient Greece to modern times, democracy has been understood as the ideal
of collective participation and popular sovereignty. It has traditionally been
associated with political equality, public deliberation, and popular control over
political authority within clearly defined political communities.

As a normative ideal, democracy promises self-rule, accountability, and the
protection of citizens’ rights through representative institutions and legal
frameworks. For much of modern political history, these democratic principles have
been institutionalized primarily within the boundaries of the nation-state.

However, in the twenty-first century, democracy faces new and complex
challenges that increasingly exceed the institutional and conceptual capacity of the
nation-state. Processes of globalization have transformed the structure of political
power, relocating key economic, political, and regulatory decisions beyond national
borders. In this context, David Held adopts a critical perspective and conceptualizes
democracy not merely as a form of government, but as an ethical and global project.
He argues that globalization, the concentration of economic power, the expansion of
transnational institutions, and the erosion of national sovereignty have created a
growing gap between democratic ideals and political realities. This gap has
significantly reduced the ability of national democracies to respond effectively to
global political and economic processes. The resulting mismatch between the scope
of power and the reach of democratic accountability constitutes a central problem in

contemporary democratic theory and practice.

Materials & Methods

This study adopts a qualitative, theoretical, and analytical approach based on
documentary and library research. The primary sources include David Held’s major
works on democracy, globalization, and cosmopolitan governance, alongside key
writings by other influential democratic theorists concerned with legitimacy, power,
and global political structures. Secondary sources consist of scholarly analyses that

engage with Held’s ideas from deliberative, institutional, and critical perspectives.
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The research employs thematic and comparative analysis to examine core
concepts such as globalization, democratic legitimacy, non-elective power
structures, sovereignty, and global justice. Through this method, the study
systematically explores how global transformations have reshaped democratic
theory and practice, and how these changes challenge traditional models of nation-
state democracy.

This analytical framework provides a conceptual basis for evaluating Held’s
proposal of cosmopolitan democracy as a normative and institutional response to the

contemporary crisis of democracy.

Discussion & Result

The analysis identifies several interrelated challenges confronting contemporary
democracy under conditions of globalization. First, the ideologization of democracy
has transformed democratic discourse into an instrument for maintaining political
power, often detached from genuine participation and public accountability.

Democratic ideals are frequently invoked rhetorically while substantive decision-
making remains insulated from popular control.

Second, non-elective power structures—including global financial institutions,
multinational corporations, and transnational media networks—exercise significant
influence over political outcomes without being subject to democratic oversight.
These actors shape economic policies, public opinion, and political agendas in ways
that undermine democratic equality and transparency.

Third, globalization and interdependence, manifested in economic dependency,
environmental crises, technological change, and large-scale migration, have
restricted national sovereignty and reduced the effectiveness of traditional
democratic mechanisms. Fourth, a legitimacy crisis has emerged as key political
decisions are increasingly transferred to supranational institutions, weakening
citizens’ trust in national governments and representative bodies.

In addition, ineffective political representation has resulted from the growing
dominance of economic elites and media power over political parties and
parliaments. Corporate capitalism further concentrates wealth and authority in
transnational corporations, disrupting the balance between state power and society.

The weakening of the public sphere through media monopolies and algorithmic
communication mechanisms limits rational democratic discourse and informed

public deliberation. Finally, global problems without democratic governance—such
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as climate change, financial instability, and pandemics—highlight the absence of
accountability and participation at the global level. Held interprets these
developments as evidence of a structural disconnection between power and
accountability and argues for the reconstruction of democracy beyond national

boundaries through cosmopolitan democratic institutions.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the contemporary crisis of democracy is not merely
institutional, but also conceptual and ethical. Democracy remains meaningful only
when it is linked to social justice, political equality, and effective accountability
across all levels of governance. David Held’s theory of cosmopolitan democracy
offers a coherent and systematic response to the challenges posed by globalization,
transnational power, and growing inequality.

Although the full realization of cosmopolitan democracy faces significant
political and institutional obstacles, it provides a realistic normative framework for
rethinking democratic governance beyond the nation-state and for expanding

democratic participation in an increasingly interconnected world.
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