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Abstract

De-Westernization represents a transformative process in the international system,
marked by the erosion of Western hegemonic dominance and the reconfiguration of
power relations. This process is driven by geopolitical shifts, the rise of emerging
powers, internal contradictions within Western political and economic models, and
social justice—oriented movements, particularly in the Global South. Consequently,
the contemporary world order can no longer be explained through Western-centric
frameworks. Instead, it is characterized by multi-centered power structures, fluid
alliances, and intensified geopolitical, economic, and technological competition.
This article examines the implications of de-Westernization for the global order,
arguing that rather than producing a balanced or emancipatory system, it is more
likely to intensify great-power rivalry, militarization, and systemic instability. Using
a descriptive-analytical methodology and secondary sources including academic
literature and international reports, the study analyzes the drivers and
multidimensional consequences of de-Westernization. The findings suggest that
while this process has enhanced the collective agency of the Global South and
diversified governance mechanisms, it has also increased uncertainty, weakened

institutional coherence, and complicated crisis management. The article concludes

« Professor of Political Science, Faculty of International Relations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tehran, Iran,
mohammadreza_dehshiri@yahoo.com

« PhD candidate in French Studies, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author),
znourinel @gmail.com

Date received: 17/06/2025, Date of acceptance: 03/09/2025



Abstract 260

that the trajectory of de-Westernization depends on the ability of emerging actors
and institutions to manage competition and reform governance structures.

Keywords: De-Westernization, Multipolar world order, Decline of Western

hegemony, Emerging powers, Great-power competitio.

Introduction

The third decade of the twenty-first century has witnessed profound and multi-
layered transformations in the international system, fundamentally challenging the
traditional Western-dominated global order. A series of interconnected crises—
including the global financial crisis, the COVID-19 pandemic, climate change,
demographic pressures, and major geopolitical conflicts such as the war in
Ukraine—have exposed structural weaknesses in Western political, economic, and
institutional leadership. These developments, alongside events such as the U.S.
withdrawal from Afghanistan and the reassertion of Russia and China as major
global actors, have accelerated a broader process commonly referred to as de-
Westernization.

De-Westernization does not merely signify a relative decline in Western power;
rather, it reflects a deeper erosion of the legitimacy of Western norms, institutions,
and governance models. It also underscores the rising prominence of alternative
development models and cultural frameworks that challenge the universality of
liberal-democratic ideals. Simultaneously, it highlights the growing agency of
emerging powers and the Global South in shaping global political, economic, and
cultural processes. In particular, regional organizations, such as the BRICS, the
African Union, and ASEAN, are increasingly asserting themselves as platforms for
collective action and normative contestation, signaling a shift toward a more
decentralized and pluralistic global order. This article seeks to answer the central
question: What are the consequences of de-Westernization for the global order? The
main hypothesis argues that de-Westernization, instead of producing a stable and
emancipatory global order, is more likely to intensify great-power competition,
militarization, and systemic instability.

Materials & Methods

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical research design grounded in qualitative
analysis. Data were collected from secondary sources, including scholarly articles,
academic books, and reports published by reputable international institutions. The



261 Abstract

analytical framework is informed by power transition theory and world-systems
analysis, which together provide a lens for understanding hegemonic decline, shifts
in global legitimacy, and the emergence of alternative centers of power. Special
attention is paid to the interplay between structural economic transformations,
technological innovation, and the diffusion of political influence. By integrating
theoretical insights with empirical observations, the article examines both the
structural drivers of de-Westernization and its political, economic, and normative

implications for the evolving global order.

Discussion & Results

The analysis reveals that de-Westernization is driven by a combination of external
and internal factors. Externally, the rise of emerging powers—particularly in Asia
and the Global South—has redistributed economic capabilities and geopolitical
influence. Internally, Western societies face mounting challenges, including political
polarization, economic inequality, declining trust in institutions, and contradictions
between proclaimed liberal values and actual foreign policy practices. Moreover, the
persistence of structural vulnerabilities, such as energy dependence, technological
gaps, and social fragmentation, has limited the capacity of Western states to
maintain cohesive leadership.

The results indicate that de-Westernization has produced several key
consequences for the global order. First, it has facilitated the emergence of the
Global South as a collective actor capable of contesting Western dominance and
influencing global agendas, particularly in areas such as sustainable development,
trade regulation, and digital governance. Second, it has reinforced a form of
competitive multilateralism, characterized by overlapping institutions, shifting
alliances, and fragmented decision-making processes. Third, while this
diversification of power has increased pluralism and offered new opportunities for
inclusive diplomacy, it has also heightened uncertainty, intensified geopolitical
rivalries, and weakened the coherence of global governance, particularly in
addressing transnational crises such as climate change, economic instability, and
security threats. Furthermore, the erosion of normative consensus has led to
divergent interpretations of international law, human rights, and security norms,

creating potential friction points between different regional and ideological blocs.
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Conclusion

De-Westernization constitutes one of the defining dynamics of contemporary
international relations. Its significance lies not only in constraining Western hegemony
but also in reshaping the structural and normative foundations of the global order.
However, the findings of this study suggest that de-Westernization is inherently
ambivalent: it opens opportunities for greater inclusivity, justice, and representation,
while simultaneously generating instability, rivalry, and governance deficits.

The central challenge for the future is not merely to reduce Western dominance,
but to guide de-Westernization toward a more humane, equitable, and sustainable
global order. Achieving this outcome requires coordinated efforts by emerging
powers, meaningful reform of international institutions, and active participation by
social and political movements. Additionally, fostering normative dialogue,
strengthening regional governance mechanisms, and promoting cross-cultural
understanding are crucial to mitigating conflict and enhancing resilience in the
global system. Without such mechanisms, the global system risks remaining trapped
in a state of competitive multipolarity marked by uncertainty, persistent instability,
and episodic crises, undermining the prospects for long-term peace and cooperative

problem-solving.
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