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Abstract

This research aims to analyze and criticize Deleuze's syntheses of time. Therefore, the
main goal of this article is to critically study Deleuze's position of time, which he
presents in the form of three syntheses of time. Although Deleuze presents each of these
syntheses with the inspiration of a specific philosopher, his general view here is Kant
and his definition of time. The first synthesis is the passive synthesis of habit, which
occurs both unconsciously and preconsciously. He proposes this synthesis by adapting
Hume. The second synthesis is the active synthesis of memory, which is closely linked
to Bergson's concept of the virtual past. According to Deleuze, the active synthesis of
memory relies on the passive synthesis of habit. Deleuze proposes the third synthesis
using Kant's definition of time as a pure and empty form, the concept of cut and
caesura, and Nietzsche's eternal return. In Deleuze's objection, at least three problems
can be introduced. (1) Separating concepts from their original context leaves the
relationship between the concept in its current and previous form unclear, and leaves
their similarity ambiguous. (2) The sort of combination of these concepts is not clear.
Whether it is metaphysical or real or other than that. And (3) Deleuze's usage of these
diverse concepts completely depends on a specific interpretation and reading of them

and does not necessarily include other readings.
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Introduction

The present article attempts to carry out a critical examination of Deleuze's perspective
on time, which he presents in the form of three syntheses of time. Deleuze proposes
each of these times as syntheses with the inspiration of a specific philosopher, but his
overview concerns Kant's notion and definition of time. Furthermore, Hume is also the
subject of Deleuze's reference in the first synthesis, which is called the passive synthesis
of habit. The second synthesis, which is the active synthesis of memory pertains to
Deleuze's reference to Bergson. Kant's definition of time as a pure and empty form, the
concept of cut and caesura, and Nietzsche's eternal return are used to propose the third
synthesis. Our purpose is to present and articulate the distinctive features and attributes
of each of these three syntheses, their interrelationship, and a critical assessment of the
mechanism proposed by Deleuze. As far as the authors of the article are aware, so far
there is no independent research on Deleuze's syntheses of time in Persian. In addition
to the works used in this article, at a global level, we can mention the works of
(Roudinesco, 2008), (Hodges, 2008), (Lundy, 2017), and (Roberts, 2006).

Methodology

In order to carry out this research work, we will use Deleuze's works, specifically
difference and repetition, in order to explain his ideas clearly. Therefore, we have
attempted to critique and evaluate his views by utilizing descriptive-analytic methods,

relying on commentators' views, and utilizing authentic sources and documents.

Finding

The three syntheses of time are actually Deleuze's answer to the Kantian concept of
time, according to which time is the condition of all internal perceptions. This means
that the relationship between the subject and time is "always" conscious. Deleuze
believes that the conscious active synthesis is based on a passive and unconscious
synthesis. He calls this synthesis the passive synthesis of habit. Hume explains that our
imagination is characterized by the expectation of two phenomena or sequences that
always appear together in our experience. This definition describes imagination as a
contractile power. Deleuze states that this is not a form of memory, an act of memory,
or an act of understanding. Therefore, this process indicates a time synthesis. Time is

created only in the primary synthesis that operates on the repetition of instants. The
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living present is created through the integration of independent and consecutive instants
in this synthesis. According to Deleuze, the synthesis is constructive but not active.
Deleuze takes the view that the second synthesis, the active synthesis of memory, is
based on the passive synthesis of habit. He emphasizes the importance of distinguishing
between the foundation and the ground. Therefore, habit is the foundation of time, and
memory is the ground of time. Habit is the primary synthesis of time that constitutes the
life of the passing present. Memory is the fundamental synthesis of time that creates the
existence of the past, which in turn causes the passing of the present time. Deleuze's
account of the third synthesis of time encompasses a range of ideas from philosophy,
Greek drama, and mathematics. In the third synthesis, Kant has a revolutionary role,
because he considered time as a linear concept, also expressing the gap and fracture that
are happened in I through the form of time as a form of auto-affection. Deleuze also
refers to Oedipus' interpretation of Holderlin, in order to clarify the effect that the pure
and empty condition of time has on the subject. Holderlin's concept of caesura is used
by him to define the past and future, which are inconsistent and asymmetrical. The
concept of caesura finds its mathematical expression in the concept of cut, which was
developed by Dedekind, in line with the construction of a merely ideal and static
concept of continuity. Deleuze proposes three rules whereby the three major innovations
that Kant creates in the notion of time are classified. The first rule is Hamlet's rule that
"The time is out of joint". The second rule basically says: “Until today, we considered
ourselves obliged to represent the space. Today, it is time to think about time.” The
third rule is also from the French poet Rimbaud who says: “I is an Other”. The
dissolved "self", God's death, and Nietzsche's eternal return create a concept of time that

Deleuze expresses in the synthesis of the future.

Discussion and Conclusion

It is important to note that Deleuze takes many different concepts from philosophers,
poets, and other thinkers and combines them into an amazing concoction. If Deleuze
allows such a thing, then the question will arise that, basically, Can we separate a
concept and even a poem from its original context without changing its meaning? We
also have to take into account the fact that the type of combination of concepts is not
clear. In other words, it is unclear if what Deleuze is talking about is metaphysical, real,
or something like a chemical compound. Deleuze insists that these concepts must
maintain their differences from each other. If that's the situation, then one must question
how, despite their differences, they can come together in the ultimate process.



As a result, Deleuze deserves praise for his initiative in establishing or discovering
the passive synthesis of time. This was not present in Kant. It should not be
forgotten that the use of these different concepts of Deleuze is entirely dependent on
a specific interpretation and reading. Changes in the meaning of one of these
adapted concepts can lead to serious difficulties for Deleuze's explanation.
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