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Abstract

Gadamer considers human existence to be thrown in history and tradition, which have
special perspective and prejudice. It is said prejudices that are rooted in the interpreter's
situation involve in understanding. This thought by Gadamer makes some critics like
Betti and Hirsch accuse him of being a "subjectivism". However, Gadamer claims not to
fall into the trap of subjectivism because, based on the fore-conception of completeness,
he believes that interpreter always evaluates and corrects his prejudices in the face of
the truth of the text, and not imposing them on the text. Here, the point is that, in
Gadamer's thought, the fore-conception of completeness itself results in conservatism in
the sense that understanding is considered to be affected by history and tradition, and
the interpreter has no involvement in it. Gadamer attempts to distance himself from
traditionalism through the concept of application, by which the interpreter relates the
meaning of the text to their own hermeneutic situation. However, this concept of
application again leads to subjectivism. It appears Gadamer is caught in a vicious circle
between subjectivism and traditionalism. In this research, besides explaining this
dilemma with focus on the dialogical structure of understanding and its foundation on
the subject-subject model, rather than the Cartesian subject-object one, it is shown that

Gadamer transcends this dilemma and that hermeneutic understanding is not mental.

« Assistant professor of Theology and Islamic studies department of Persian Gulf University (Corresponding
Author), h.izadinia2014@Gmail.com

« Instructor of Theology and Islamic studies, Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran, h.sheikhiani@pnu.ac.ir

Date received: 22/12/2023, Date of acceptance: 15/04/2024



Abstract 186

Keywords: Prejudice, subjectivism, The fore-conception of completeness, Application,

Dialogue.

Introduction

Philosophical hermeneutics, instead of focusing on methods and rules of interpretation
and understanding, pays attention to the phenomenon of understanding itself and
examines the foundations of human understanding and cognition, as well as the
formation of understanding in human existence and the influential factors involved.
Gadamer, as a significant representative of philosophical hermeneutics, does not
consider understanding as a method of interpreting texts but as an existential event and
phenomenon which are related to human existence. Human existence is historical-based,
so always is in a historical context. Therefore, the interpreter cannot detach himself
from the concerns and perspectives of the present moment, as a result their mental
preconceptions and prejudices become involved in the process of interpretation. The
interpreter or subject cannot approach the text or any other object with an empty and
impartial mind, always interpreting the object from his own perspective. The object as a
silent and passive entity that plays no role in the process of understanding, and
understanding is the result of the interaction between the subject's actions and mentality.
This interpretation of understanding and interpretation leads to subjectivism.

However, Gadamer disagrees with subjectivism and considers it as a consequence of
the Cartesian subject-object model in the modern era, in which objects are merely silent
and passive entities, and the subject should not impose its own mentality and
preconceptions on them, so by using the rules, prevent them from interfering
understanding so that a correct understanding of them can be obtained. On the contrary,
Gadamer demonstrates that objects or any elements of hermeneutics are not silent and
passive objects but have a history and interpretive tradition that have something to say
us. Objects or any elements of hermeneutics are like a dialogue partner to whom we
either contradict or correct our preconceptions by listening to what he has to say. In
Gadamer's thought, the autonomy of objects and listening to their truth apparently
means that the subject passively confirms whatever is in interpretive tradition.

If we consider the subject entirely passive, which have no contribution to the event
of understanding, and understanding is merely the result of history and tradition, then
Gadamer becomes a traditionalist philosopher. And if we focus on the concept of
application in Gadamer's thought to escape this traditionalism, Gadamer is again

accused of subjectivism because the concept of application implies that the interpreter



187 Abstract

should not ignore himself and his hermeneutic situation, but should understand various
subjects based on their historical context and concerns. It seems that Gadamer becomes
trapped in a futile cycle between subjectivism and traditionalism. In this study, we
demonstrate that this futile cycle does not exist in Gadamer's philosophical
hermeneutics. By describing the structure of the dialogical understanding, we also find
that the interference of preconceptions in understanding and the concept of application

do not lead to subjectivism.

Research Method

To achieve the goal of this research, the descriptive-analytical study was used. Based on
research sources, Gadamer's views on subjectivism and its relationship with concepts
such as anticipation, application, openness, horizon fusion, and dialogue were described
and analyzed. For doing the research, we employed a library method, by which books
and articles available in this field were used. It should be mentioned that the information

of these books and articles were presented in the bibliography section.

Conclusion

By examining the dialogical structure of understanding based on Gadamer's view, it
becomes clear that dialogue is a tripartite relationship, not a bipartite one. The third
party of the dialogue is the subject of discussion or the object itself that has something
to say. If the interlocutors are open and humble, they will listen to the subject’s words
by entering the dialogue game and trying to violate and correct their prejudices by
looking at the subject itself, so that the subject reveals itself to them. By listening and
submission, it does not mean that the interlocutors are completely passive and
understanding happens without their activity. In the dialogue game, the effort and
activity of the interlocutors are so that, they constantly test their prejudices in the face of
the meaning of the subject itself and (if they want) they can violate and nullify them.
From Gadamer’s point of view, the constant violation of oneself makes the self-
revelation of the object possible, and the object does not reveal itself without the effort
of the interlocutors, i.e. the constant violation of their beliefs about it. Therefore,
considering the authentic dialogue in the direction of the subject of discussion, it can be
shown that in Gadamer’s thought, the subject in the dialogical process of understanding
is both active and passive, and his horizon of understanding is not closed and static, so
that understanding is completely subject to his mental horizon, but his horizon of

understanding changes with the change of his prejudices following the movement of the
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object itself, and he chooses this change and nullification of prejudices by asking free

question.
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