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Abstract 

Since the beginning many philosophers attempted to demonstrate that knowledge for 

human beings is possible. Plato , Aristotle and other argued against sophist philosophy 

who hold that man has no access to knowledge.Many movements against sophistic 

perspective hold that man has access to knowledge.since then achieving knowledge 

became one of central concern for philosophy.In modern era the same concern is 

followed by many famous philosophers such as Descartes and Kant.German 

philosopher Kant received two rationalistic and empiricist movement and he was 

dissatisfied.Kant`s philosophical attempts resulted in a new movement in philosophy 

called as critical philosophy.He tried to demonstrate that man can receive 

knowledge.the aim in this paper is to deal with kant`s epistemological protect. The 

writers attempt to display that is Kantian epistemological project successful? Arguments 

are given that why his epistemological plan somehow suffers from epistemological 

deadlock. Kant`s understanding of reason as a faculty that its duty is to achieve 

knowledge and his Copernican revolution resulting into distinction between noumen 

and phenomenon can be main basis for a new sort of relativism. 
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Introduction 

Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) is one of the philosophers of the modern era, who 

expressed his dissatisfaction with the school of rationalism and the school of empiricism 

and started to present an epistemological system in which the possibility of knowledge 

is displayed. The importance of Kant in the history of Western philosophy could not 

ignored by anyone, and with his appearance, Western philosophy is at a turning point, 

so that in examining the opinions of philosophers, we can talk about the term 

philosophers before Kant and after Kant. Kant spent all his efforts to measure reason in 

the scale of critical method and define the boundaries of human knowledge. As a 

philosopher of the modern age, Kant inherited an epistemological tradition that, on the 

one hand, Cartesian rationalism introduced reason as the source of knowledge, and on 

the other hand, John Locke and Hume introduced experience as the source of 

knowledge. The common point of this tradition was the emphasis on the possibility of 

acquiring knowledge. But in his epistemological system, Kant acted in such a way that 

the contribution of reason and experience was considered in the acquisition of 

knowledge. The common point of the mentioned philosophers is the possibility of 

acquiring knowledge objectively. Kant is a philosopher who seeks to show the 

possibility of knowledge in the framework of the intellectual principles of the modern 

age. His epistemological concern, like other epistemologists of the modern age, which is 

similar to the intellectual principles of the predecessors, especially Plato and Aristotle, 

is to achieve the truth. Emphasizing on the truth in an epistemological project on the 

one hand and adopting the theory of correspondence in the traditional interpretation 

about the nature of truth on the other hand can be a significant challenge for any 

epistemological theory that leads to a result outside this framework, and this point is a 

challenge that should not be neglected in judging and evaluating Kant's epistemological 

project. 
 

Method 

The research method to examine and answer the main research problem is descriptive 

and analytical, and the authors use a critical approach to answer. To deal this task, the 

research is based on Kant`s works in particular is based on the Critique of Pure Reason. 

 

Findings 

Based on the presented discussions and insisting on some important components of 

Kant's epistemic system, the findings of the research are revealed. The findings of the 

research show that the epistemological concern that emphasizes truth and seeking the 
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possibility of acquiring knowledge on the basis of the correspondence theory, cannot 

present an epistemological theory based on which the human intellect cannot access the 

truth per se. 
 

Discussions and the Results 

Kant's epistemological theory is actually a point of view that is in the middle of the 

point of view of Descartes and John Locke. Because he accepts this part of Descartes' 

view regarding the intrinsic value of some concepts and John Locke's and Hume's view 

regarding the empirical nature of all concepts. (Kant, 1997, p. 33) 

One of the important aspects that is one of the components of Kant's epistemic 

system and by relying on it, one can infer cognitive deadlock from it in such a way that 

despite Kant's effort to display the possibility of knowledge, he suffers some kind of 

epistemic deadlock is the reflection on his theory of mind and its function. 

The meaning of Kant's Copernican revolution lies in the fact that until Kant's time it 

was the object that imposed itself on the mind, but in Kant's epistemic system it is the 

mind that imposes its structure on the object. (Kant, 1881, 374) It is with this revolution 

that Kant searches for the laws governing things not outside but in man himself. 

According to him, in metaphysics, the relationship between object and the mind is 

not according to the opinion of the ancients. According to the old method, the mind 

reflected the object like a mirror, but Kant changed this perception. (ibid., p. 375) One 

of the main axes based on which a kind of cognitive blockage can be deduced from 

Kant's epistemic system is this component in his epistemological theory. If the mind has 

the ability to impose itself structurally on the object, then how can one claim 

knowledge. Especially since Kant considers the result of understanding in his epistemic 

system to be the achievement of the world of phenomena, and considers the world of 

noumenon to be beyond the reach of understanding. 

The noteworthy point is that, although Kant tried his best to solve the main 

epistemological challenge and show knowledge as possible, his theory itself fuels 

epistemological problems and suffers a kind of epistemological deadlock. Because 

human reason is suffering regarding what is going on outside the mind, and this is 

Kant's epistemic impasse.  

As a result, Kant's epistemological theory unwittingly leads to a cognitive impasse 

that he tried to get rid of. Because the central separation in his epistemological system 

(phenomenon and phenomenon) and the lack of access of reason to the world of truth 
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per se and the impact and influences of understanding on sensory data cannot have any 

other result than this. 
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