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Abstract

One of the promises of Spinoza's philosophy is to show the way of salvation and
freedom. In Ethics, he takes his audience step by step until finally, in the fifth book, he
opens the threshold of liberation in front of him. Among the issues raised in Spinoza's
philosophy, which is considered as a blueprint for salvation from his point of view, is
sub specie aeternitatis. This phrase has either been tolerated or completely forgotten. A
detailed examination of this concept requires a new metaphysical plan that departs from
the principles of existential metaphysics, as will be explained in this article. In this
article, first of all, an attempt is made to pay attention to the clear meaning of this
phrase through the textual analysis of Ethics and the development of this concept in
works before ethics. Then, an attempt is made to show the function of this concept in
the entire structure of Spinoza's ontology, that is, oneness metaphysics. Here, it is
shown that the distinction between existential metaphysics and oneness metaphysics,
the concept of eternity is a document with the help of which Spinoza explains the
general outlines of the aforementioned metaphysics. For this reason, in this article, the
thought under the position of eternity in Spinoza's thought will be reconstructed based
on the opinions of Nicolaus Cusanus and Meister Eckhart, and looking at important
passages in the Bible, so that in the end it will be known that Spinoza is under the
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position of eternity and under the position of duration. Cognitively, he considers the

oneness and existential metaphysics to be separate.

Keywords: sub specie aeternitatis; Spinoza; substance; metaphysics of being;
metaphysics of oneness.

Introduction

In the modern era, one of the most fundamental issues of philosophy is the way of the
relationship between the finite and the infinite. In the philosophy of this era, God is
identified with the infinite and the philosophers of this era try to determine the
relationship between man and the infinite. In fact, as it has been at stake for a long time,
philosophers have tried to determine the limits of freedom and human will by
determining this connectedness. One of the issues that caused man to be trapped in the
finite world and not being able to imagine a horizon for the possibility of connecting
him with the infinite is man being bound by time. Man is a temporal being, his life
begins with time and ends with time. On the other hand, by definition, God is a being
who stands beyond time, thus it is impossible to imagine a relationship between man as
a finite and temporal thing and God as an infinite thing and beyond time. This point
forced philosophers like Spinoza to look for a possibility to create this link; As will be
shown in this article, firstly, in parts of liber de causis, it is pointed out that the human
soul stands in the middle of the finite and the infinite, on the one hand, the human being
is related to the finite world, that is, the world of senses and matter. and on the other
hand, due to reason and having the power of reasoning, Human can be related to the
infinite. In the following, when the tradition of the Renaissance and the philosophy of
the Renaissance comes to life, the divine position of man and the process of becoming
God are tried to be explained and clarified. For this reason, one of the main concerns of
the philosophers of the Baroque era, Spinoza being one of them, is to try to present a
philosophical formulation of the issue. This effort prompted such philosophers to
reconsider traditional metaphysics. Until that time, the metaphysics of being in
Aristotle's philosophy was the dominant metaphysics of the epoch. As we will show in
detail in this article, in this metaphysics, that is, in the special ontology that Aristotle
explains about the issue of being, the principle is based on the assumption of a general
meaning of existence that different beings each one participate with it. Based on this
special ontology, each of the creatures differs from the other based on the participation
and share of the general concept of being. In fact, the distinction of beings depends on

the amount and extent of their participation. Therefore, the difference between God and
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other creatures, in this case the difference between man and God, is their position in the
range of being, God is higher than all creatures because he has a far more share of being
more than all other creatures; This point is significant because in Aristotelian
philosophy, God is not the efficient cause of the world, he did not create the world, God
is the organizer of the world in Aristotle's philosophy, for this reason, the concept of
being can be simply defined as a general concept. transformed, that is, this concept can
be considered as a general and universal concept that includes all beings. But in the
Middle Ages, since the God of the Bible is no longer in question, because the God of
the Bible is the efficient cause of this world and is considered its creator, philosophers
gradually realized that an ontological explanation of the theology of the Bible cannot be
presented with Aristotelian metaphysics. It was for this reason that another ontology
was proposed in the philosophy of a philosopher like Nicholas Cusanus: metaphysics of
oneness. In the metaphysics of oneness, being is concentrated in God and all other
beings become manifestations of God. In this ontology, beings do not have an
independent existence to distinguish them from God, they are manifestations of God. It
is on this basis that we face a kind of philosophical monism in Spinoza's philosophy. In
this philosophy, Spinoza proposes a possibility for the eternity of man by proposing sub
aeternitatis specie. By relying on this type of ontology and talking about the
eternalization of man based on reasoning, Spinoza gives a different picture of the

relationship between man and God.

Results and findings

Based on what we said earlier, Spinoza in his philosophy gives a possibility for man to
become eternal. The concept of sub aeternitatis specie is actually Spinoza's attempt to
present his new anthropological view. To understand sub aeternitatis specie, one should
refer to the metaphysics of oneness. In fact, in order to understand Spinoza's
philosophy, one must change one's conception of traditional ontology. In order to
expand his philosophy, Spinoza made a fundamental change in ontology by relying on
the changes that had occurred in ontology, especially considering the theological

requirements of the Bible.
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Mignini, F. (1994). «Sub specie aeternitatis» notes sur «ethique», V, propositions 22-23,
29-31. Revue philosophique de la France et de I'Etranger, 184(1), 41-54.; Totaro, P. (2012).
Translating Sub specie aeternitatis in Spinoza: Problems and Interpretations. In Translatio
Studiorum (pp. 197-208). Brill.; Hallett, H. F. (1928). Spinoza's Conception of Eternity. Mind,
37(147), 283-303.; Moreau, P. F. (2021). Spinoza and Eternity. A Companion to Spinoza, 108-
115.
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Jaquet, Chantal (2015), Sub specie aternitatis: Etude des concepts de temps, durée et
éternité chez Spinoza, Classiques Garnier, Paris. Pp. 17-25
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4. De natura Rationis est, res sub quadam aeternitatis specie percipere.

5. De natura enim Rationis est, res ut necessarias, et non ut contingentes contemplari (per Prop.
preeced.). Hanc autem rerum necessitatem (per Prop. 41. hujus) vere, hoc est (per Axiom. 6. p.
1.) ut in se est, percipit.
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7. Res non tam sub duratione, quam sub quadam specie aeternitatis percipit etnumero infinito; vel
potius ad res percipiendas, nec ad numerum, nec addurationem attendit. Cum autem res
imaginatur, eas sub certo numero, determinataduratione et quantitate percipit.

8. Quidquid Mens sub specie aeternitatis intelligit, id ex eo non intelligit, quod Corporis praesentem
actualem existentiam concipit, sed ex eo, quod Corporis essentiam concipit sub specie

eternitatis.
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9. easdem cum relatione ad certum tempus et locum existere, vel qua tenus ipsas in Deo contineri,

et ex naturae divinae necessitate consequi concipimus. Quae autem hoc secundo modo ut verae
seu reales conci piuntur, eas sub aeternitatis specie concipimus

10. Res singulares non possunt sine Deo concipi
11. Temps, durée et éternité dans les Principes de la philosophie de Descartes de Spinoza
12. DE POTENTIA INTELLECTUS SEU DE LIBERTATE HUMANA

13. Institutionum metaphysicarum libri duo



VEOY Obsl 5 Sl o Syled OF b (sly wlide & YFY

14. Entia dictur qoud sive in se est sive in alio
15. Omnia, quae sunt, vel in se vel in alio sunt
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16. Josef Koch (1956), Die Ars coniecturalis des Nikolaus von Kues-VS Verlag fiir
Sozialwissenschaften

17. Flasch, K. (1973). Die Metaphysik des Einen bei Nikolaus von Kues: Problemgeschichtliche
Stellung und systematische Bedeutung. Belgium: Brill.

18. http://classiques.uqac.ca/classiques/Leibniz/La _Monadologie/La_Monadologie.html
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20. Zur Seinsmetaphysik gehort die Unterscheidung des Seins (d.h. Gottes) und der Seienden, dazu
gehort die Seinsanalogie, die Unterscheidung von Seinsstufen, die Lehre von der
Zusammensetzung aller Seienden aus Wesenheit und Seinsakt und der Wesenheit alles
koperlichen Seienden aus Form wund Stoff, dazu gehort die Anerkennung des
Widerspruchsprinzips als Seinsgesetz usw. All das wird nun von Cusanus weder genannt noch
bekampft, aber Stuck fur Stuck durch seine Einheitsmetaphysik ersetzt.

OT Bl it Sy, ot 3 o 5 A3 oo 53 L 1y 35 5o oS ol (Glamadallinls  glina Y
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22. Seinsmetaphysik ist ihrer Natur nach 'Metaphysik von unten', d.h. sie geht von dem Seienden,
zu dem wir selbst gehoren, aus und versucht, mit Hilfe analoger Begriffe (seiend, eines, wahr,
gut usw.) zum Sein selbst, d.h. Gott, aufzusteigen und iiber ihn Aussagen zu machen.

Einheitsmetaphysik neuplatonischer Pragung ist immer '"Metaphysik von oben', d.h. sie geht

von der absoluten Einheit als dem Erstgegebenen aus und steigt von da zum Verstandnis der
Welt herab.
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26. Primo, quod sit hoc principium, in quo deus dicitur crease caclum et terram.
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28. Initio tu, domine, terram fundasti

29. Qui vivet in eéternum creavit omnia simul
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32. De primo sciendum quod principium, in quo creavit deus caelum et terram, est ratio idealis. Et
hoc est quod Ioh. 1 dicitur: ‘in Principio erat verbum’-Graecus Habet logos, id est ratio- et
sequitur:‘omnia per ipsum facta sunt, et sine ipso factum est nihil’. Uniuscuiusque enim rei
universaliter principium et radix est ratio ipsius rei.
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38. De coni. 1T 9,37: "Omnem constat numerum ex unitate et altcritate constitui unirate
in alteritatcm progrediente atque alteritate in unitatem regrediente, ut ex mutuo in invicem
progressu finitetur atque actu uti est subsistat. Neque potest ess'e quod unitas unius
Humeri cum unitate alterius omnem teneat aequalitatem, cum praecisio aequalitatis im-
possibilis sit in omni finito. Variabitur igitur in omni numero unitas atque alteritas; plus
enim impar numerus de unitatc quam par habere vidctur propter indivisibilitatem unitem
in paria et possibilitatem alterius. Quapropter, cum quisque numerus sit unus ex unitate
ct alteritate, erunt numeri, in quibus vincit unitas alteritatem, et in quibus alteritas
unitatem absorbcr,e videtur.

39. Esse vero quod est post aeternitatem et supra tempus est anima, quoniam est in horizonte ae-
ternitatis inferius et supra tempus.
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