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contextual reading

Reza Nasiri Hamed

Amirhossein Najafifard ™

Abstract

Philosophical thinking in Greece, especially by Thales of Miletus, began with the
reflection on arche or the material of the universe. Thales's thinking, while interacting
with the Greek intellectual background, is also very important in terms of scientific and
philosophical interactions with neighboring Greek cultural civilizations and rereading
his intellectual system can include a narrative of the evolution of human thought in the
classical era with an emphasis on intercultural dimensions. At that time, the city of
Miletus, due to its special geographical location, was on the one hand a transit point for
merchants and the transfer of various commercial goods and on the other hand, it
provided the ground for intellectuals such as Thales to travel to different regions
including Egypt and Babylon and conduct scientific exchanges. Therefore, the question
of the present article is that how is articulated Thales' reflections on the rational
explanation of existence and accordingly human existence? In response, the claim raised
is that Thales by proposing the idea of water as the constituent material of the universe,
is trying to explain the mechanisms of evolution not with causes and factors outside the
phenomena, but from within them and although still there are mythological streaks in
his thought, he has opened a path for the transition from mythological explanations and
rational explanation of phenomena.
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Introduction

Even though of the Greeks and especially Thales of Meitus are considered the founders
of philosophical reflection, cannot deny the importance of economic, cultural and
scientific relations and interactions in addition to the influence of their predecessors,
especially in the Ionian region and also between them and neighbor civilizations.
Thales, as the founder of philosophy, was on the one hand influenced by the
mythological thinking before him and therefore his break from the mythological
thinking should be regarded with a kind of tolerance; In addition, Thales was greatly
influenced by non-Greek civilizations, including Babylonian and Egyptian, in his
innovative approach to nature and his attempt to explain it. In general, at the forefront of
philosophical thought, like any other category, human thinking has a close connection
with historical conditions and social contexts and at the same time with other human
fields, including science, in the sense of empirical and concrete human research.

Methodology

In the rereading of Thales, it will be important to focus on the contextuality and
historicity of thought, which is not only an effective factor, but apparently should be
counted as a condition for the possibility of philosophical thinking and of course, in this
regard, the issue of action and reaction of thinking in relation to the his environment
condition is considered important. In particular, what is considered as politics, and to
put it better, the political, which means power in the heart of human relations - and not
necessarily the official and ruling politics of the society - plays an irreplaceable role in
the formation and growth of thought.

Findings

Thales' intellectual system includes the connection between various components from
different fields, including science and philosophy, both of which contain elements of
myth-thought. At the same time, the analysis of Thales' thinking shows that, on the one
hand, thought in ancient Greece was not formed in a miraculous way, but in the
confrontation with neighbor civilizations and cultures, as well as the existing conflicts
and contradictions. In the reflections of Thales, due to the special nature of the
conditions and the type of thinking, it is not a matter specific only to his point of view,

but a more or less common feature of all human thoughts throughout history.
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Discussion and Conclusion

Emphasizing the special conditions in the formation and development of Thales's
thought does not deny the importance of his approach. Paying attention to the many
watersheds of Thales's approach is, on the one hand, a sign of the curiosity and practice
of one of the epoch-making thinkers, along with paying attention to the hybrid
dimension of thought. One of the inevitable results of adopting such different elements
in the intellectual system is the existence of parts that are incompatible with each other,
which itself inspires the thinkers and intellectual currents of the era after it, each of
which relies on a particular aspect of the previous thinking. Therefore "Quentin
Skinner", with regard to the contexts as well as the intention that the author chooses for
himself in thinking, believes that there should not be a coherent framework free of
conflicts and contradictions, especially during time attributed or imposed on the thinker.
A thinker, as a child of his time, engages in reflections and actions that may reveal his
contradictions by looking beyond the historical and spatial distance. The important
insight of the overview of Thales as a historical and specific experience may indicate a
transhistorical point in the analysis of thought that the originality of thought is always
based on its interactive aspect with other thoughts and not in a discrete abstraction and

separated from other opinions.
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