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Abstract

The idea that gender is understood and perceived as performative or Performed is a
common topic in current sociological discussions and some other disciplines. Despite
the frequent use of performativity and prformance as metaphors for examining gender
and gender issues, these two terms are often confused with each other, and their
foundational theoretical principles are not given sufficient attention. This is partly
because performance and performativity have different theoretical backgrounds,
although these terms are often considered synonymous. In the research, an attempt has
been made to examine the theoretical inclinations underlying the use of these
metaphors. The most common theoretical inclination in Judith Butler's works is about
performativity. A lesser-known approach, derived from ethnographic methodology or
ethnomethodology, considers gender as a performance or enactment realized in
everyday life. A precise intertextual reading of the works of these theorists reveals the

differences between Butler and these ethnomethodologists, indicating that performance
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and performativity, as explained by the aforementioned theorists, are clearly different

from social action and gendered selves.

Keywords: Performance, Performativity, Butler, Social Action, Gender.

Introduction

The purpose of this study is to investigate the concepts of performativity and
performance from the viewpoint of distinguished experts in the field of gender and sex
studies. Our understanding of the relationship between sex and gender was profoundly
affected by the publication of Judith Butler's book "Gender Trouble," a post-structuralist
critique of modernist feminism that was based on the idea of performativity, which
came from the speech act theory of English philosopher J.L. Austin.

Performance theory has two main traditions that are connected to feminist theory.
Performance studies have an impact on one and help one comprehend actions in the
context of theatrical matters. An alternative viewpoint is offered by feminist sociology,
which takes an anthropological approach to gender, seeing it as "performed in everyday
life." The research agenda includes investigating the origin of the terms "performance"

and "performativity."

Erving Goffman and the issue of self-sexualized representation

In his book "The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life," Erving Goffman lays forth
basic ideas, including the idea that there is no such thing as a natural masculinity or
femininity or an authentic central self. what's known as the outcome of controlling an

actor's influence on people while they're in their direct presence.

Garfinckel and the issue of managed achievement of sex

The article by Garfinckel titled " Passing and the Managed Achievement of Sex Status
in an “Intersexed” Person" His primary contribution lies in the field of gender
sociology. Similar to Goffman, he considers gender to be an everyday, controlled
performance, and that normalization guarantees that the person performs gender without
considering the underlying processes.

Like Goffman, he thinks that a person has to act in concert with other people in
particular social contexts, like "Community of understandings" in order to achieve
either masculinity or femininity.
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On the gendered self-presentation, Garfinkel disagrees with Goffman's research. He
thinks that Goffman's studies of self-presentation often ignore the ways in which self-
presentation is viewed as a continuous process in favor of concentrating on a number of

distinct individual occurrences.

Kessler and McKenna and the issue of gender assignment

These two writers tackle the topic of gender allocation in their book "Gender: An
Ethnographic Approach." They look at the processes by which meaning is created and
propagated in society, and how bodies are understood as gendered bodies.

Unlike Garfinkel and Goffman, these two writers view gender performances and
their meanings as more stable topics. According to their theory, the natural attitude is
hard to change once they are formed. This means that once a person is assigned a
gender, they tend to stay that way and even increase social anxiety.

West and Zimmerman and the issue of doing gender

In "doing Gender," these two writers have drew from the research of earlier
ethnographers. Naturally, they have also altered earlier pieces. They view gender as a
political issue on a micro level in addition to an interactive one. They recognize that
doing gender is a form of doing power and highlight the important role that micro-level
social relations play in either sustaining or restraining power at the level of social
structures.

Judith Butler and the issue of gender performativity

Judith Butler has developed her ideas using psychoanalytic concepts, John Austin's
speech act theory, and Monique Wittig's materialist feminism. She has never
theoretically used an ethnographic methodology in her narratives of gender and identity.
According to Butler, gender is performative and is created and demonstrated by
repeatedly acting out particular behaviors in line with social norms that specify what it

means to be a man or a woman.

Discussion and conclusion

The following issues can be brought up by looking at the writings of ethnomethodology
theorists:

The gendered self in specific contexts is constructed through the representations of
actors in dyadic or polyadic interactions with others.
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Representation or performance of gender is recognized as a reflexive process,
meaning that current performances determine future performances.

Biographies (which can more or less remain unchanged) are expanded and
developed through the integration of performances and gendered interactions over time.

Sexuality is formed in ways that oneself or others perceive as satisfying (or
unsatisfying).

Community members continuously "doing gender."

Rules and norms regarding what constitutes "assingment" gender roles are
established, imposed, and changed in specific contexts.

Those who engage in sexual activity are under the supervision of themselves and
others, and if the sexual activity is not conducted in an approved manner, they are held
accountable.

Placing self within the categories of gender and those categories themselves means
perceiving them as natural matters, and this superficial naturalness is a imposed matter.

Performing gender, including forms of power at the micro level, means that
performing gender involves doing power, and the micro level is connected to broader
social structures,

Based on Butler's approach, the following points are noteworthy:

Gendering practices shaped by discourse mature over time to create the illusion that
gender, instead of being seen as a construct specific to power relations, pertains to a
stable essence.

Repetition and stylization in any assumed form or example of gender are involved.

Gender differentiation is created and stabilized through the specific functions of
heterosexuality, and the regulatory power, along with the heterosexual matrix, organizes
gendered subjects.

Gender and heterosexuality are based on an imitative logic in which the
manipulation of symbolic substitution can either reinforce or challenge dominant

relationships.
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OB X 5 ol 31 15 S L 0T ins o ol 3 sl 550 1y [S5)8 5 edlE S
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o g ol Ol 0 Cumes a0l 31 i Séj&rsf Ol s, I 5l (i 0L,
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Gz S il go 03l S L o as ) 5 Sy e a (West & Zimmerman, 1991: 16)
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S i Ol ) i 4 3550050 g 0T B (55 48 Litns bl 33,8 Ll (o
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0T 3haab o Ol o 5 O3 o] pohnden Lol o e (5 S5 ol O 255 35 Slixs
S ) el i Sl (S5 gk o) (i (Sald e laosd S
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5 et (ol fdne US55 1Al oS (Gendering) ciou i 5L oS
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e AL B (81 i 35S e U3 S 2use £ 1T edd i
Ly ol 4 g 05 Sl anl 3 U STl 0L G b Sl Lyl 1SS
sl 05 pn
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e i gl a8 Il oS gk as S a0 55 5,08 5 (Kessler & McKenna, 1978: 155 324
Butler, 1990: viii, 8, 16, 32; West & ) A8 o 023 5 03503 Lnotels |, XL,S o5t
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55 48 5,8 o B 53 gl Olse a |y i 685G IS,8 &S J- 55 (1990: 17
(Garfinkle, 1967: 118) 53l o KT 1 la isocmir oled (g3l a5
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o (S1a5 soma (6 ST 3 33 3 s el s Lo oS Las cl 4y ol 41 S
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