Basic Western Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 15, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2024, 27-53
https://www.doi.org/10. 30465/05.2024.49326.1991

An analysis of Dr. Davari's reading of the relationship
between Islamic philosophy and the contemporary world

Malek Shojaei Jeshvaghani’

Abstract

Thinking about the possibilities and limitations of the tradition of Islamic philosophy in
the contemporary world is one of the central themes of the intellectual currents of the
Islamic world and especially Iran today. although basically Davari's education and
academic background is in the Department of Western Philosophy of Tehran University,
however, from the time of defending his doctoral thesis entitled "Practical wisdom of
Plato and Aristotle and its influence on Farabi's political philosophy" in 1969 until the
publication of the last work entitled "My conversations with mine shadows " (first
published in 2023) - that is, for more than five decades - has always thought about the
status of Islamic philosophy in the contemporary intellectual discourse. Davari has
devoted all his efforts to overcome this Orientalist reading that makes Islamic
philosophy appear to be a mere imitation of the Greek philosophical tradition, and he
did not want to justify the opinions of Islamic philosophers as if philosophical thinking
ends with this tradition. And everyone should philosophize within its macro framework;
Because these two ways of thinking interrupt our relationship with the past and require
a promise to stop thinking. What, if we only engage ourselves in researching the
quantity and quality of obtaining, adapting and influencing philosophies, we will

inevitably remain bound by shadows.
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Introduction

Hans Diebreder "Bibliography of Islamic Philosophy" deals with the historiography of
Islamic philosophy, from the time of publication of the first work by De Boer until our
time. He has analyzed the assumptions of Orientalists in the historiography of Islamic
philosophy and outlined the history of Orientalist writings about Islamic philosophy and
expressed its strengths and weaknesses. Daiber considers the most important features of
the Orientalist approach (such as De Boer, Goldziher, Max Horton, etc.) in the
historiography of Islamic philosophy to be neglecting the interaction of philosophy with
Islamic words, emphasizing Platonic elements over Aristotelian elements, and paying
little attention to the religious context. Islamic philosophy and exaggeration about the
role of ethnic (Semitic) elements in the development of Islamic philosophy. Sharif,
Nasr, Mehdi Khan, Tawfiq Ebrahim and others) believes that these works are more
descriptive than critical and historical and in those historical-comparative studies about
the Greek background of Islamic philosophy are generally ignored and exaggerated
emphasis is placed on the originality of Islamic philosophy. considers it to be the
reaction of Muslim scholars to the European-centered historiographical approach to

Islamic philosophy. (ibid., xxviii).

Materials & Methods

Dr. Davari's reading of Islamic philosophy and its position in contemporary history and
culture, whose main paradigm is the modern and Europe-centered discourse, while
paying attention to the status and nature of contemporary Western philosophy and
culture, tries to explore the possibilities of Islamic philosophy in dialogue with issues
and Think about contemporary culture. This attention to Islamic philosophy has existed
in different intellectual periods of Dr. Davari, including in books such as Farabi, the
founder of Islamic philosophy (1354, first edition) and Maqam of philosophy in the
period of Islamic Iranian history (1st edition, 1356) and later in our book and the history
of philosophy Islamic (1389). According to Dr. Davari's analysis in his book "Ma and
the History of Islamic Philosophy" (2009).

Discussion & Result

The survey of Islamic philosophy was directed to the sky rather than to the earth. He
quoted Cicero as saying that Socrates brought philosophy from heaven to earth, and that
Socrates has two talents: one earthly and the other heavenward. The first talent realized

the modernity system and the second talent achieved the return to the sky (p. 25).
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Philosophy in the west of the Islamic world took the first path with Ibn Rushd, and Asan
was placed on the path of Spinoza, Hume and Kant, and the second talent was
actualized in the east of the Islamic world, especially in Iran. But now that modernity
has fallen into disrepair in its own land and experts are talking about the weakness of its
principles, the modernists have taken modernity and its philosophy as their goal and
blame the philosophies that did not lead to it. This criticism is caused by an abstract
understanding of the wisdom of the Enlightenment period and the desire to achieve it.
Every fruit on a tree and every tree has its roots in the land that provides the conditions
for planting and harvesting that tree. Philosophy cannot be cut and separated from its
own world and it can be taken anywhere and kept fresh there. New philosophy is from
that world of modernity and Christian and Islamic philosophy is from that world of
Christianity and Islam.The type of metaphilosophy (METAPHILOSOPHY) and the
perception we have about "philosophy of philosophy" are decisive in the reading we
present of the position of Islamic philosophy in the contemporary world. In Dr. Davari's
metaphilosophy, philosophy is not a set of correct rules about the inherent symptoms of
existence, but rather a historical thinking. If the philosophers of the Islamic world had
interfered in philosophy due to considerations, their philosophy would not have balance,
proportion, and order, and it would not find durability and historical validity, but it
would be an incoherent set of discussions and issues, which, because it did not have a
solid foundation, would be carried away by the smallest wind of opposition. Therefore,
the work of philosophy in the Islamic world did not end with the transfer and translation
of the works of the predecessor philosophers, but this historical approach to Greek
thought with a new interpretation that started from the beginning led to the emergence
of another form of philosophy. The philosophers of the Islamic world considered the
problems of Greek philosophy with They interpreted new principles and established a
philosophy that, like any other form of philosophy, was an absolute and universal
philosophy in the eyes of its owners. The division of philosophy according to the Greek,
Middle Ages, Islamic and New eras has been done in the new era. In addition to this
division, the thousand-year-old philosophy of the Islamic world can be called the
Islamic-Iranian philosophy. Islamic philosophy, like the Greek philosophy, which
considered the consistency of the just (human) Medina, thought about the place of man

and his life in a divine but rational system.
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Conclusion

The philosophers of the Islamic world learned from the Greeks the concepts of
existence, nature, cause, causality, step, essence, width, change, movement, stillness,
civil system, and moral virtues from the Greeks, and to some opinions and thoughts of
Alexandrians and in general The debates that took place in the history of philosophy in
the five hundred years after Plotinus were more or less accessible. The result of his
discussion is that, firstly: Greek philosophy observes the perfection of human existence
in Medina and guides the education of the people of Medina. Second: Islamic
philosophy. It did not emerge by manipulating the opinions of Plato, Aristotle and the
Neo-Platonists, but it is the first great and important intersection between two cultures
and philosophies that are connected with the spirit of the Iranian-Islamic world. and it
has been with this talent and desire that he has tried and worked hard with philosophy in
the field of religious thinking. Fourth: Philosophers of the Islamic world interpreted
Greek philosophy with regard to the horizon that was opened with Islam, and of course,
in this interpretation, they did not ignore the wisdom of their ancestors in Iran before
Islam. Ibn Sina spoke of Eastern wisdom, and Suhravardi considered the essence of his
philosophy to have been learned from Khosravani's wisdom, and finally, he was
involved in the consistency of philosophy of the Islamic period of ancient Iran, Sufism
and mysticism from the beginning, and this involvement and presence gradually reached
its peak in Mulla Sadra and his followers. If it is possible to stand somewhere in the
current history of the world and have a dialogue with the philosophers of the past, those
philosophers no longer belong to the past but are contemporary. The difference between
philosophies and science is that science depends on its history in any case. Ptolemy has
known history and the world, and for this reason his book is no longer taught, but Plato
can be a contemporary philosopher. This ruling is also true for Farabi, Suhrawardi, Ibn
Sina, and Mulla Sadra. If we read and memorize the texts of these philosophers and
teach them to others, they will repeat the learned words and expressions. It is obvious
that the text belongs to the past, but if, as Leo Strauss said, we read the hieroglyphics or,
to be more precise, the gaps between the statements and the contents between the lines,
and by reading them we reflect on the text, that text comes alive in time and speaks to
its reader. All philosophers have unsaid and unwritten things. The task of the successor
philosopher is to search for the unsaid of the predecessor. In Islamic philosophy, how
should one search for the unsaid when a philosophy has traveled a thousand-year path,

what path has it not taken and which words are left unsaid?
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